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e-LEARNING COURSE:  Traditional knowledge, its importance and 

relevance for conservation and development 

Access: https://traditionalknowledge.unep-wcmc.org/ 

1. Introduction 

1.1 Traditional knowledge, its importance and relevance for conservation 

and development 
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1.2 Introduction to this course 

 

1.3 Structure of this course 
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1.4 Learning outcomes 
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2. Traditional knowledge: What it is and its importance 

2.1 Section I Traditional knowledge: What it is and its importance 
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2.2 Section introduction 

 

2.3 What is traditional knowledge? 
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2.4 What is traditional knowledge? 

 

2.5 Characteristics of traditional knowledge 
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2.6 The importance of traditional knowledge 

 

2.7 The importance of including traditional knowledge 
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2.8 The importance of traditional knowledge 

 

2.9 Example of traditional knowledge being respected and included 
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2.10 The many benefits of integrating traditional knowledge 

 

Protecting human rights (Slide Layer) 
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Rich heritage (Slide Layer) 

 

Fostering SD (Slide Layer) 
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Climate change + resilience (Slide Layer) 

 

Biodiversity (Slide Layer) 
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2.11 Exploring the link to biodiversity 

 

2.12 Supporting traditional knowledge 

 



 

Published by Articulate® Storyline www.articulate.com 

2.13 Pause and reflect 

  

Correct Choice 

X Knowledge that is often locally and context bound 

X Knowledge that is validated by practice  

  Knowledge that is built on a short data collection period  

X Knowledge that is adaptable to changing conditions in the environment 
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Correct (Slide Layer) 

 

Not exactly… (Slide Layer) 

 

Feedback when correct: 
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3. Relevant international conventions, agreements and resources 

3.1 Section II 
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3.2 Section introduction 

 

3.3 Convention on Biological Diversity 
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Convention on Biological Diversity (Slide Layer) 

 

Aichi Biodiversity Targets (Slide Layer) 
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Aichi Target 18 (Slide Layer) 

 

3.4 International Agreements 
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Article 8(j) (Slide Layer) 

 

CBD NFPs (Slide Layer) 
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Ad Hoc OEWG (Slide Layer) 

 

Article 10(c) (Slide Layer) 
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3.5 International Agreements 

 

ILO 169 (Slide Layer) 
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Nagoya Protocol (Slide Layer) 

 

UNDRIP (Slide Layer) 
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SDGs (Slide Layer) 

 

Question (Slide Layer) 
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Convention on ICH (Slide Layer) 

 

FAO Treaty (Slide Layer) 
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Target 10 (Slide Layer) 

 

3.6 International Resources 
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Tkarihwaie:ri (Slide Layer) 

 

Akwe: Kon (Slide Layer) 
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3.7 International Resources 

 

Indigenous Navigator (Slide Layer) 
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ICCA Registry (Slide Layer) 

 

3.8 International Resources 
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3.9 International Resources 

 

Community protocols (Slide Layer) 
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FPIC (Slide Layer) 

 

3.10 International Resources 

 



 

Published by Articulate® Storyline www.articulate.com 

3.11 Relevance of these International Agreements 

 

Example (Slide Layer) 
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3.12 Pause and reflect 

  

Correct Choice 

  Free Prior and Informed Consent is only needed when foreign researchers or 

companies want to engage with an Indigenous community.   

X The UNDRIP protects collective rights that may not be addressed in other human 

rights charters that emphasize individual rights. 

X Article 10 (c ) of the CBD promotes the protection and encourages customary use 

of biological resources in accordance with traditional cultural practices that are 

compatible with conservation or sustainable use requirements. 

  The Nagoya Protocol on Access and Benefit Sharing established more uncertain 

conditions for access to genetic resources for Indigenous People. 
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Correct (Slide Layer) 

 

Not exactly (Slide Layer) 
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4. Good practice case studies 

4.1 Section III 

 What does good practice of traditional knowledge inclusion look like? 

Case studies as a resource for achieving better practice 

 



 

Published by Articulate® Storyline www.articulate.com 

4.2 Section introduction 

 

4.3 What good inclusion looks like 
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4.4 Good practice requires evidence of inclusion at three levels 

 

4.5 Good practice requires evidence of inclusion at three levels 

 



 

Published by Articulate® Storyline www.articulate.com 

Policy instruments (Slide Layer) 

 

4.6 Framework on traditional knowledge inclusion  
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TK framework (Slide Layer) 

 

4.7 Bottom-up approach 

 



 

Published by Articulate® Storyline www.articulate.com 

Case study (Slide Layer) 

 

Case study II (Slide Layer) 
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4.8 Top-down approach 

 

Mackenzie Valley Pipeline (Slide Layer) 
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Minjiang Reforestation project (Slide Layer) 
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4.9            Pause and reflect 

 

Correct Choice 

X The positive outcome 

X The consultative approach 

  Lack of attention to Indigenous peoples’ concerns 

X The holding of a hearing in each settlement 
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Correct (Slide Layer) 

 

Not exactly… (Slide Layer) 
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4.11 The mixed approach group 

 

HASHI (Slide Layer) 
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Sarstoon-Temash (Slide Layer) 

 

4.12 Case studies as a resource for achieving better practice 
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Table box (Slide Layer) 

 

4.13 Pause and reflect 
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Correct Choice 

X Involvement of locals in the identification of livelihood needs 

X Restoration involving the local Indigenous people 

X Ensuring that the traditional and institutional legal frameworks were supportive 

X The inclusion of poverty issues from the beginning 

Correct (Slide Layer) 
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Not exactly… (Slide Layer) 
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5. Challenges for integration of traditional knowledge 

5.1 Section IV  

Challenges for inclusion of traditional knowledge 
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5.2 Section introduction 

 

5.3 Communication challenges 
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Example (Slide Layer) 

 

5.4 Conceptual challenges 
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Case study (Slide Layer) 

 

5.5 Limited understanding of traditional knowledge 
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5.6 Political challenges 

 

Untitled Layer 1 (Slide Layer) 
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5.7 Rights issues for Indigenous Peoples 

 

Manobo (Slide Layer) 
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5.8 Solutions to common challenges 

 

Rights issues (Slide Layer) 
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Political challenges (Slide Layer) 

 

Communication challenges (Slide Layer) 
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Conceptual challenges (Slide Layer) 
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5.9 Good practice for overcoming challenges and ensuring traditional 

knowledge inclusion 
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Inclusion of women (Slide Layer) 

 

Capacity building (Slide Layer) 
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Implementation (Slide Layer) 

 

5.10 Pause and reflect 
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Correct Choice 

   Overcoming this challenge requires decision-makers to engage with 

traditional knowledge-holders in their native languages as much as possible. 

X To overcome this challenge, two-way mutual learning and cross-cultural exchange 

is needed. 

X This challenge often arises from difficulties in comprehending the values, 

practices, and context underlying traditional knowledge.  

 

That’s right! (Slide Layer) 
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Not exactly… (Slide Layer) 
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6. Legal instruments and frameworks 

6.1 Section V 
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6.2 Section introduction 

 

6.3 A framework for effective implementation 
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6.4 Step 1: Consultation and participation 

 

6.5 Step 2: Policy as an inclusion tool 
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6.6 Step 3: Legislation for inclusion  

 

6.7 Case study: First Nations in Canada 
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6.8 Step 4: Enforcement of inclusion 

 

6.9 Case study of where effective policy achieves inclusion 
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6.10 Stand-out qualities of individual legal instruments or frameworks 

 

6.11 Inclusion 
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6.12 Governance 

 

6.13 Free, Prior and Informed Consent (FPIC) 
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6.14 Effective judiciary 

 

6.15 Pause and reflect 
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Correct Choice 

X Full participation of Indigenous peoples is required for successful inclusion. They 

particularly need to be involved in the decision-making process and in influencing 

the participation process.  

X Inclusion of traditional knowledge is facilitated by self-determination and official 

recognition of traditional authorities.  

         Lack of FPIC brings security to Indigenous communities.  

X Court judgements have been responsible for some of the most progressive 

enactments for including traditional knowledge around the world.  

 

That’s right! (Slide Layer) 
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Not exactly… (Slide Layer) 
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7. Summary and recommendations 

7.1 Section VI 
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7.2 Section introduction 

 

7.3 Recommendations for effective engagement with traditional 

knowledge-holders 
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7.4 Recommendations for effective engagement with traditional 

knowledge-holders 

 

7.5 Recommendations for effective policy inclusion 
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7.6 The longevity of inclusion and related rights 

 

7.7 Conclusion 
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7.8 Untitled Slide 

 

 

 


